


Foreword

Welcome to the opal mines in Dubnik!

They are unique in Europe, as well as in the
world. Once you visit them an immense spirit
of the place will take control of your mind and
will not allow you to forget it, where colourful
Jjewels — precious opals — had been mined for
centuries. The capricious ways of nature and the
tenacious desire of humans combined in the past
fo create a treasury full of beautiful natural and
historical value. It would be a pity if there was no
opportunity to explore its fabulous interior. Well,
throw all your worries away. This book will make
you familiar with it.

If you really want to become personally
acquainted with the historical locality of the
long-ago mined deposits of precious opal in
Europe, you have to strike out for Eastern
Slovakia, and once there — either from Kosice
via Cervenica (old Hungarian; Vorosvigads),
or from Presov via Zlatd Bana (old Hungarian;
Aranybanya), possibly from Vranov nad Toplou
via Zamutov (old Hungarian, Opalhegy) —
directly to the heart of the northern part of the
majestic Slanské vrchy Mountains. However,
it is only if you reach the more or less defunct
mining settlement of Dubnik (old Hungarian;
Opalbanya), located at the geometric centre
of an imaginary geographical triangle defined
by the villages of Cervenica, Zlatd Baria and
Zamutov, can you be sure that you are in the
very place. It is just here where Mother Nature
found ideal conditions and waved her magic
wand in order to enrich the grey massifs with
their colourful opal veins. Henceforth with their
glamour they enthralled the human mind and
evoked a dream of fortune and eternal glory
which initiated the process of establishing
opal mining. The region where European
precious opal was mined was not a prominent
or a wealthy one with a ready market for such
treasure and thus all the mined gems were very
quickly sent around the whole world. It was
only at various commercial places like fairs and
shops where discussions and admiration went
on about how such a stone full of colours might
have been born.

Unfortunately the origins of opal mining in
the locality are not very clear. However, one
thing is certain, the first traders of the precious
opals from Dubnik called them neither European
nor Slovak. Such a beautiful and high-quality
jewel was only considered to have originated
somewhere in the Far East, and not in the Western
World ie in Europe. Therefore if some specimens
appeared in times gone by they were immediately
categorised as Oriental; mostly from India, or
more generally from East Asia, not from their
real home in Dubnik. Of course ‘Slovak’was
not applicable at that time either. Even after
revealing the intentional commercial falsehood
of their Oriental origin, their actual birth place
belonged administratively to the Kingdom of
Hungary. No wonder then that Slovak precious
opal dominated international jewel markets
in the past with the label ‘Hungarian precious
opal’ (old Hungarian, ‘Magyar nemes opdl’).

On each occasion it was shown exclusively as

a home-produced gem, having its origin in Upper
Hungary (old Hungarian; Felso-Magyarorszag,
or Felf5ld, possibly Felvidék) in Saris County (old
Hungarian; Sdaros Megye) very close to Cervenica
(old Hungarian; Vérdsvagas) village.

In the course of the 19" century, when opal
mining in Dubnik reached the golden era, there
appears to have been sporadic attempts aimed
at underlining the opal s Slovak heritage. It was
namely the Slovak publicist and evangelical
clergyman Daniel Gabriel Lichard (*1812—
11882), who named precious opal from Dubnik as
‘Slovak noble opal’ (Slovak; ‘Slovensky slachetny
opal’). In a kind of literary opposition we can see
the personalities of earth science from Budapest,
namely Jozsef Szabo (*1822—11894), Sandor
Schmidt (*1855—11904) and Ferenc Schafarzik
(*1854—11927), try to promote precious opal
from Dubnik as a Hungarian gem. Such emotions
with nationalist undertones were resolved
only when World War I was over because
afterwards the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy was
abolished and the opal mines in Dubnik became
the property of the newly created Czechoslovakia.
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